
WINTER 2024

Shorewood Foundation Celebrates 
60 Years of Acting Local



2   SHOREWOOD TODAY  WINTER 2024

EDITOR: Jennifer Anderson 
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS: Jennifer Anderson, Maria Campbell 
DESIGN: Jennifer Rueth 
PHOTOGRAPHY: Patrick Manning 
ADVERTISING SALES: Michelle Boehm
The deadline for reserving advertising space for the Spring 2025 issue  
of Shorewood Today is January 22 on a space-available basis. Please  
contact shorewoodtoday@shorewoodwi.gov for more information.
Shorewood Village Manager: Rebecca Ewald 
Shorewood School District Superintendent: Laurie Burgos 
Shorewood Business Improvement District Executive Director: Janet Henning 
Shorewood Foundation Board President: Jamie Reeve
For more information, visit: 
Village of Shorewood: villageofshorewood.org 
Shorewood Business Improvement District: shorewoodwi.com 
Shorewood School District: shorewoodschools.org 
Shorewood Foundation: shorewoodfoundation.org
On the cover: Members of the Shorewood Foundation Board of Directors 
Rebecca Osborn, Melissa Marschka and Board President Jamie Reeve 
gather in front of the Shorewood Farmers Market, one of many Village events 
that got its start thanks to a Foundation grant. 

Dear Neighbors, 
The Shorewood Foundation’s 60th year has been both 

memorable and celebratory! We hosted a festive Oktoberfest 
at Hubbard Park in September with live music, food, beverages 
and truly palpable Gemütlichkeit. This bookended last 
November’s free screening of the 1980 hit movie Airplane! 
where SHS alum David Zucker, one of the movie’s writer/
directors, answered audience questions and signed copies 
of his book.

For our core mission in 2024, we’ve given nearly $100,000  
in grants to more than a dozen different Shorewood pro-
grams and events. And we are thrilled for what lies ahead, like 
our annual Shark Tank on Feb 25, where passionate and 
creative community members come to propose a variety of 
new initiatives for us to support. The Shorewood Feast started 
as resident Arthur Ircink’s idea pitched at Shark Tank. Thanks 
to initial seed funding from the Foundation, the Feast has now 
blossomed into one of Shorewood’s annual hallmark events. 

If you have an event idea or a unique program to make our 
village more vibrant, attractive and compelling, consider 
partnering with the Shorewood Foundation. Be inspired! Put 
your plans into action for the community's benefit.

For those who don’t know, the Foundation is a group of 
committed volunteers, honored to help guide our communi-
ty’s generous philanthropic giving. You are invited to join us! 
Please consider sharing your ideas, time, talent or treasure by 
visiting our website, shorewoodfoundation.org

Shorewood Today is published four times a year with support from our  
community of advertisers as well as the Village of Shorewood, Shorewood 
School District, Shorewood Business Improvement District, Shorewood  
Community Development Authority and Shorewood Foundation.

—Jamie Reeve, President
Shorewood Foundation Board of Directors
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Shorewood  News

NEW LIBRARIAN 
NOAH WECKWERTH

The Shorewood Public 
Library recently added a new 
member to its team, Noah 
Weckwerth. Weckwerth joins 
the Village staff as assistant 
director following many 
years at the Elm Grove Public 
Library. Prior to his tenure 
there, Weckwerth held “every 
job under the sun: factories, 
retail, construction, even 
janitor,” he says. “But I always 
wanted to work in libraries 
and I have been happily 

serving the public in that capacity for 11 years.”
“I hope everyone who comes in introduces themselves to 

me and talks to me about what they want to see in their 
library,” says Weckwerth, who has a master’s degree in library 
sciences from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. ‘Don’t 
be shy!”

AN OUTDOOR CLASSROOM AT ATWATER ELEMENTARY
Atwater Elementary School debuted a covered gazebo in its 
Learning Branch outdoor classroom earlier this school year. 
The idea of an outdoor classroom came from teachers Janet 
Reinhoffer and Deb Sakai and was funded by the Atwater PTO, 
Erica Frank and student fundraising efforts. 

Pete Hill, a former Atwater parent, made all the benches, a 
local Eagle Scout made three of the picnic tables, and Girl 
Scout troop #20034 built and registered a free library. Insect 
homes were created by crews from Reinhoffer and Lisa 
Bellford’s classes.

As a woodworker with a cabinetry business, Andrew 
Shacklady, parent of three Atwater students, knew 
immediately that he wanted to help with the gazebo. 

“The total project took some time to put together,” says 
Shacklady. “We needed to pull permits and get approval 
from the Village and the District.” He recruited the help of 
some friends who volunteered their time and skills to help 
build and install the gazebo. 

“I really believe that nature and hands-on learning can have 
a profound impact,” says Shacklady. “As the dad of three kids 
at the school, I wanted to create a space where they and their 

friends could explore, discover and have fun.” 
Students and teachers both benefit from the outdoor 

classroom option and teachers have noticed that students 
are calmer after being outside and more focused when 
returning indoors. The gazebo has been well received from 
staff members, who say they have used the space for crew 
meetings, brainstorming sessions, collecting squirrel data, 
writing and reflecting. 

GET
WWW.THEPOSHCOLLECTIVE .SHOP

Shorewood’s
premier luxury
consignment  
boutique

POSH COLLECTIVE MKE

POSH
for the holidays

1425 E. CAPITOL DR.

Atwater Elementary School second-grade teacher Janet Reinhoffer 
and her students enjoy the school’s new gazebo outdoor classroom.
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SHOREWOOD HIGH SCHOOL 
NAMED TO THE 2024 AP HONOR ROLL

1 0 1 4  E .  C H A M B E R S  S T R E E T

®Greenworks 
makes the
dream work.
Get charged up to blow the snow with powerful 
Greenworks snow blowers. For the green way to clear 
the white away team up with us, your conveniently 
located locally owned hardware store.

STOP IN, OR ORDER ONLINE FOR PICKUP. BLIFFERTLUMBER.COM 

FRESH CUT 
Christmas trees, 
wreaths or 
planters!
STA RT I N G
Nov. 29th

Shorewood High School was named to the 2024 Advanced Placement School 
Honor Roll, an award that recognizes schools with AP programs that deliver 
results and broaden access for students.

Schools can earn the recognition by meeting criteria that reflect a commitment 
to increasing their college-going culture, providing opportunities for students to 
earn college credit and maximizing college readiness. 

Of the Shorewood students who took one AP exam or more, 83 percent scored 
a three or higher on at least one of their exams. SHS offers 11 AP courses and will 
bring that number up to 12 when AP Music Theory is added this year. 

“We are pleased with the number of students at SHS who continue to 
challenge themselves by taking rigorous, demanding, college-level Advanced 
Placement courses,” says Scott Brown, SHS school counselor. “We know from 
research that simply taking an AP course helps students become more prepared 
for college, and we are happy to see our numbers rising.”  

College Board's AP program gives high school students the chance to pursue 
college-level studies while earning college credit and/or advanced placement. 
Students learn to think critically, construct solid arguments and see many sides of 
an issue, all skills that prepare them for college and beyond. 

Taking AP courses demonstrates to college admission officers that students 
have sought the most challenging curriculum available to them, and research 
indicates that students who score a three or higher on an AP exam typically 
experience greater academic success in college and are more likely to earn a 
college degree than non-AP students.

Chef Made Classics with a Modern Flair
Pasta, Fish, Steaks and Weekly Features

Full Bar and International Wine List

2613 East Hampshire St., Milwaukee
 (414) 964-2611 | SalaDining.com 

Open Tuesday - Saturday
Coffee, Pastry, and Panini

Italian Style Counter service
8 am – 2 pm

---
Full Dinner Service

3 - close
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ASK ESSAM.

WHEN SHOULD YOU  WHEN SHOULD YOU  
START THINKING ABOUT START THINKING ABOUT 

SPRING MARKET?SPRING MARKET?

414.350.4611
eelsafy@shorewest.com

ElsafyTeam.com

©Shorewest, REALTORS®   shorewest.com   NS 2024   EHO

POLAR
PLUNGE

 NEW YEARS DAY 
ATWATER BEACH 

CHILI COOKOFF 

THE GENTLEMEN OF SHOREWOOD 
WITH SUPORT FROM 

THE SHOREWOOD FOUNDATION
 PRESENT 

Polar Bear Observation
Party 
10am -1pm 

Free Coffee, Music Leading up to noon:

POLAR PLUNGE 
1PM -6PM 

CHILI COOKOFF 
TOUR THE VILLIAGE TO VOTE FOR

YOUR FAVORITE 
BENJI’S,THREE LIONS,FOXHOLE,

DRAFT & VESSEL , BRAT HAUS 
BATTLE FOR THE GOLDEN SPOON 
5$ DONATION TO KINSHIP COMMUNITY

FOOD CENTER 
ENTRY FEE TO VOTE 

 

OAK + LINEN

414.708.7888   4405 N Oakland Ave.

THE PLACE FOR HOME

Thoughtfully curated home decor,
gifts and accessories, designed to

inspire. 

WBRIGGS.NET
414.581.2121

  

Carpentry 
Cabinetry 
Doors &
Windows
Electrical  
Painting 
Plumbing

Insured. Free Estimates.

CALL TODAY
Shorewood, WI
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Equity Update

The Shorewood School District’s equity commitment 
continues to be woven through all its work, in part by 
focusing on providing professional development to 
staff so they continue to create more inclusive spaces 

for all students.
Last August all District employees engaged in the 

Courageous Conversations series, which provided oppor-
tunities for staff to build community and culture to identify 
and collaboratively address inequities to best serve all 
learners. The group also reflected on its commitments to 
equity and how those commitments show up in every-
day work.

In October, the 
administrative 
leadership team 
had the opportuni-
ty to work with the 
American Civil 
Liberties Union 
(ACLU) through its 
“Know Your Rights” 
campaign. The 
engaging training 
taught the leader-
ship team mem-
bers more about 
their rights in their 

communities. Moving forward, the ACLU staff will return to 
work with students to educate them about their rights. 

Director Shari Tucker and Associate Principal Amanda 
Jamerson also co-planned a visit with 12 SHS seniors to the 
United Negro College Fund (UNCF) Empowerment Tour, 
hosted by Milwaukee Public Schools. This national college 
readiness program provided an exciting opportunity for 
Milwaukee-area seniors to gain acceptance into under-
graduate colleges and universities, earn scholarship funds, 
and attend financial literacy workshops and interactive 
workshops designed to inspire and encourage them 
through the college decision process. Students left feeling 
informed and empowered to reach their greatest potential.

Finally, Tucker spent the last several months partnering 
with the Holocaust Education Resource Center (HERC), 
Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC), and Project 
Shema to investigate ways to work with secondary teachers 
to incorporate the Holocaust, current events and Jewish 
identity into curriculum.  n

SCHOOL DISTRICT 
RENEWS ITS COMMITMENT 
TO EQUITY IN EDUCATION

BY MARIA CAMPBELL

IDEAL PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Time to cozy up to  
a nice, warm fire!

Featuring Wisconsin’s own  
fresh-cut Fraser firs and a  

wide selection of fresh  
evergreen wreaths,  
garland and Christmas 
decor for home or office!   
 

Visit our website at  
ideal-landscaping.net for  

a list of Ideal's 2024 Tree Lot locations, 
dates and times. 
 
You will also see information on  
the website about our Free Holiday  
Ice Carving Demonstrations.  

THANKS FOR SHOPPING LOCAL! 

CALL IDEAL... 
“HOME OF THE ROMANTIC  
WHITE BIRCH FIREWOOD” 

Seasoned, upscale logs our specialty! 
• Full cords • Half cords • Face cords 
• Delivery included • Stacking available

Grooming Milwaukee’s North Shore 
for More Than 30 Years

ideal-landscaping.net • 262-251-3578

Landscape professionals with  
a passion for detail

THE FRESHEST 
TREES IN TOWN  
ARE AT IDEAL’S 2024 TREE LOTS   

Special  
Activities ...   

Visit the 
website for  

details!

ideal-landscaping.net  
262-251-3578

District employees participate in 
“Courageous Conversations” series.
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Roots Recovery
4485 N. Oakland Ave.
rootsrecovery.org

Roots Recovery may be a new name for Shorewood, but 
it has been a respected name in the Milwaukee recovery 
community for over a decade. The organization has 
provided structured sober living and support since 
2012 and its new offices on Oakland Ave. in the Village 
offer abstinence-based counseling and therapeutic 
services for those struggling with substance abuse. 

Trevor Nettles says he first turned to the organization 
in 2013 to get sober “when I realized that what I thought 
was seemingly harmless college partying had turned 
into a problem.” Today Nettles is Roots’ chief operating 
officer, overseeing the new Shorewood clinic and 
several sober-living homes located on the East Side for 
men and women. 

The Shorewood offices provide options for outpa-
tient care for anyone in recovery. “We’re really a one-
stop shop,” Nettles explains. “We offer therapy in 
individual, family and group settings, coordinate with 
the case management side, provide drug testing, and 
help clients find and keep employment.”

Roots Recovery’s mission is “Guiding people through 

NEW BUSINESSES

addiction to a life of purpose and peace,” offering “evidence- 
based addiction treatment and holistic therapies” to 
ensure clients an individualized and “truly comprehensive 
recovery experience.”

“For anyone struggling to get sober, we provide a 
support network that’s based on 12-step recovery pro-
grams,” says Nettles. “We offer fellowship and counseling 
designed to give people the confidence they need to 
achieve a better future for themselves.”

Bodied by Lish
4050 N. Oakland Ave. 
bodiedbylish.com

Alicia Thompson, owner of Bodied by Lish at 
4050 N. Oakland Ave., has always been interested 
in learning new skills and expanding her areas of 

expertise. With a degree in healthcare management  
and experience as a CPR and first aid course supervisor, 
Thompson built her career in the healthcare field. But 
four years ago, she became interested in new services 
designed to help clients feel good about their bodies, 
and she acquired the training, certification and equip-
ment designed to do just that.

Her business, Bodied by Lish, offers an ever-growing 
menu of body beautification offerings, from yoni steam 
and vacuum butt lift to teeth whitening and electronic 
muscle stimulation. She has an individual tent for detox 
steaming and a comfy table for body wraps and wood 
therapy. Thompson continues to add new procedures as 
they pop up on her radar and she seeks out the training 
to support them.

Thompson moved to her new Shorewood office last 
summer and her clients enjoy the convenient location and 
light-filled, comfortable space above the School of Rock. 
“My husband and I fell in love with this area years ago 
when we would come to Shorewood to shop at Metro 
Market or pick up a pizza at MOD Pizza,” she says. “I have 
great, loyal clients who will follow me wherever I go, but 
they are really happy I’m in Shorewood and so am I!”
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Latitude Studio
3970 N. Oakland Ave., Ste. 705
latitudestudio.com

Scott Kraehnke, artchitect and owner of Latitude Studio, 
got his start in the business emptying trash as a 16-year-
old intern from Riverside High School in Milwaukee. He’s 
come a long way since then and recently opened offices 
in the HUB building in Shorewood. 

Kraehnke started his business working out of his home 
office in 2005 after graduating with a bachelor of fine arts 
in photography and a masters degree in architecture, 
both from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, and 
many years spent working for local architectural firm. Early 
on, his love of all forms of art, from photography to 
sculpture, led him to develop a freelance business 
creating artistic renderings, and his side hustle fed an 
entrepreneurial spirit.

Today, Latitude Studio, which consists of two architects 
and an intern, focuses primarily on custom luxury homes, 
both in the Midwest and in Aspen, Colorado, where he has 
cultivated loyal clients because of his superlative 
residential work. As a long-time beneficiary of the kind of 
architectural mentorship that laid the foundation for his 

career, Kraehnke is also devoted to advising and supporting 
students at UWM. 

A Shorewood resident, Kraehnke has used his expertise 
as a volunteer on the Village’s design review board, which 
he now chairs. In addition, he helped rewrite the commercial 
code for the Village, an endeavor undertaken as part of 
Shorewood’s Comprehensive Plan 2040 to ensure that 
new developments and renovations are compatible with 
their surroundings.

Jersey Mike’s Subs
3530 N. Oakland Ave. 
jerserymikes.com

Jersey Mike’s bills its fare as “A sub above,” but for first-
time franchise owner Sarah Bentley, the new Shorewood 
location in the former William Ho’s space is much more 
than a sandwich shop. It’s a chance to give back to the 
community while also serving delicious, freshly made food.

“What drew me to this company was its philosophy of 

giving back,” says Bentley. ‘That starts at the top with the 
founder and CEO Peter Cancro, whose mission statement 
is one that I really admire: ‘Giving … making a difference 
in someone’s life.’”

Bentley’s new business provided proof of that by 
partnering with Shorewood’s SEED Foundation at its 
grand opening in October to raise money for the local 
public schools. The company also has a national month of 
giving in March, which raised $25 million last year for over 
200 charities around the country. Bentley, who previously 
worked as an assistant buyer at Kohl’s Department Stores 
for nearly 20 years, says she is “so proud” of the 
restaurant’s culture of altruism.

The new Shorewood location has a staff of 23, including 
several Shorewood High School and University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee students, who serve up a variety of 
hot and cold sub sandwiches, like the Jersey Shore’s 
Favorite with provolone, ham and cappacuolo (dry, cured 
pork) and the Big Kahuna Cheese Steak. The restaurant is 
celebrated for its fresh ingredients, with the meat sliced to 
order and freshly baked bread.
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Wonderland Bookshop
4001 N. Downer Ave. 
wonderlandbookshop.com

For Courtney Hyzer, one of the greatest joys of being a 
mom has been curling up at the end of the day to read 
with her two children. A former events coordinator, Hyzer 
has leaned into her organizational skills and love of 
literature to create Wonderland Bookshop at 4001 N. 
Downer Ave., former home of Home Again Fabrics and 
Furnishings and Hayek’s Pharmacy. 

NEW BUSINESSES

The name is inspired by the Wonderland Amuse-
ment Park, which covered much of the Village’s 
southwest corner in the early part of the 19th century, 
but it also plays on the sense of awe that a great book 
can inspire in young readers. The bookstore offers a 
variety of new and classic children’s books for all ages, 
as well as a carefully curated selection of gifts, toys 
and books for grown-ups. The bookshop will host 
author visits and special literary events, and a dedicat-
ed space can be rented out for small gatherings such 
as birthdays or tea parties.

Hyzer’s goal when creating the space was to 
maintain as much of the building’s original charm — 
the exposed Cream City brick and large windows — 
while creating an “approachable and comfortable” 
space with cozy reading nooks where visitors of all 
ages can “meet, explore and bond.” She worked with 
graphic designer Courtney Rathmann of Rathmann 
Design Co. and fellow Shorewood resident Hanna 
Seegers of Mood Studio to create a “whimsical and 
magical” aesthetic.

Books have always been important to Hyzer and she 
has fond memories of the library in her hometown of 
Black Earth, Wis. “It was just a humble spot on Main 
Street, but it felt magical to me,” says Hyzer, who spent 
hours there devouring the Nancy Drew and Anne of 
Green Gable series. “I grew up in a small town, but  
I could go anywhere in those books.”

International Association for Orthodontics
3610 N. Oakland Ave., Ste. 1N 
iaortho.org

Established in 1961, the International Association for 
Orthodontics, which now has its offices in Shorewood, 
was established to “promote international cooperation 
in the orthodontic field of dentistry.” The association 
offers a variety of programs in “orthodontics training, 
education, professional support, clinical experience 
and literature.” 

The organization prizes continuing education in its 
over 2,000 professional members and offers seminars 
and mentoring programs designed to help them 

advance their skills. Its global reach introduces 
members to new technologies, advancements and 
practices from more than 50 countries. It is the oldest 
non-specialty orthodontic association in existence.
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FEERICKFUNERALHOME.COM

2025 East Capitol Drive
Shorewood, WI

Five Generations Family Owned & Operated

Cassie King
Pre-Arrangement Specialist

Call for more information or 
to set up an appointment.

414.962.8383
cassie@feerickfuneralhome.com

Find Your Balance

Find your balance at Oarsman.net or call 414.221.0081
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WHAT MAKES
SHOREWOOD HOME?

Katie Gnau knows

shorewest.com   EHO
ELSAFY REAL ESTATE

773.744.4325 | kgnau@shorewest.com | KATIEGNAU.COM

RESIDENTIAL SNOW REMOVAL
BY UW-MILWAUKEE STUDENTS!

Same price from 1 inch and up,
hand-shoveled, free salt and sand distribution!

Call us today to save 20% as a Shorewood resident!

(414) 800-2233 info@snowscholars.com

Book online at snowscholars.com

4423 N. OAKLAND AVE. |  SHOREWOOD
414.961.9019

mensroombarbershop.com

WISCONSIN’S LARGEST SELECTION
OF TRADITIONAL WET-SHAVING SUPPLIES
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Walking into House of 
Engraving at 4411 N. 
Oakland Ave., you could 
be forgiven for thinking 
you had slipped 

through a time portal that led back into 
a century that relied upon rolodexes, 
corded phones and paper, lots of 
paper. Owner Rich Gembolis, with his 
long white beard, ready smile and 
Packers sweatshirt, does little to dispel 
the friendly Rip Van Winkle vibe. 

As one of the longest-running busi-
nesses in the Village, House of Engrav-
ing’s work has adorned thousands of 
keepsake photo frames, wedding cake 
knives and enough sports trophies to fill 
both dugouts at Spector Field. Gem-
bolis’ attention to detail and old-school 
methods have put the elegant finishing 
touches on everything from nameplates 
to Harley Davidson motorcycles and even, 
most recently, the plaque given to Who 
guitarist Pete Townshead upon his induc-
tion into the U.K. Pinball Hall of Fame.

Gembolis and his former wife bought 
the business in 1977 and ran it out of 
their home for a time. His wife preferred 
the sales side, and Gembolis, who had al-
ways been handy, took over the engrav-
ing. Their efforts led to a steady business 
and a new career for him. 

When his family grew tired of their 
living room doubling as a showroom, 
he moved into the space on Oakland 
Ave. in 1993. There he has spent over 30 
years engraving plaques for Shorewood 

High School’s athletic teams, updating 
the names on rotating fantasy football 
trophies and carefully writing names 
on three generations of silver baby 
cups. While businesses all around him 
turned over, House of Engraving, with 
its equipment that dates to the Carter 
administration and displays of acrylic 
awards, became a beloved mainstay of 
the neighborhood. 

A renaissance man of many side 
hustles, Gembolis has no shortage of 
hobbies to pursue as he contemplates 

winding down the business in the next 
few years. His December calendar is full 
of Santa Claus gigs for clients like the 
City of Milwaukee and the Shorewood 
Business Improvement District, and he 
has traveled the country playing the tuba 
in a Civil War band. 

“Once I’m gone, I’ve been told there 
won’t be anyone else who can do what 
I do,” says the 75-year-old Gembolis. 
“You won’t get rich in this business, but 
you touch a lot of people at important 
moments in their lives.”  n

House of Engraving
BY JENNIFER ANDERSON   |   PHOTO BY PATRICK MANNING

House of Engraving owner Rich Gambolis shows off one of the hundreds of trophies he’s 
engraved over the years.

BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT
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DO – GOODERDO – GOODER

Globe Trotting
Dr. Clark Gamblin will tackle the World Marathon Challenge this winter

BY JENNIFER ANDERSON   |   PHOTO BY PATRICK MANNING

Shorewood resident, cancer surgeon and father of three Clark 
Gamblin has long been a man on the move. Whether he was 
juggling his job as vice-chair of the surgical department at 
Froedtert and the Medical College of Wisconsin while 
earning his MBA at Northwestern University, lecturing 

internationally on treatments for liver cancer or teaching residents and 
medical students, Gamblin is happiest when his plate is full.

That comfort level is about to be tested as he undertakes a challenge 
that is difficult for the average person to even wrap their brain around, 
much less attempt in real life. In a few weeks, Gamblin will embark on 
the World Marathon Challenge, running seven marathons in seven 
consecutive days on each of the seven continents. As his close friend 
and fellow marathoner Gee Smith says “Who does that?”

He and 59 others will begin by running 26.2 miles’ worth of loops 
on the aircraft ice runway in Novo, Antarctica, on Jan.31. They will then 
board their chartered plane and run marathons in South Africa, 
Australia, Dubai, Spain, South America and, finally, in Miami, on Feb. 6. 
The Challenge, which started in 2015, has been described by the 
Training Peaks website as an “extraordinary test of endurance, grit and 
determination” that requires “incredible physical and 
mental resilience.”

Gamblin had already conquered running the six “majors,” marathons 
including Boston, London, Chicago and Berlin, and was looking for a 
new adventure. The World Marathon Challenge was the “kick in the 
pants” he was looking for. He also wanted this herculean effort to have 
a cause greater than himself, and as a two-time testicular cancer 
survivor, raising money and awareness about the disease through the 
Testicular Cancer Awareness Foundation made perfect sense. He 
wanted to give others hope that they could not only survive but thrive.

“Testicular cancer is the number one cancer in men age 15 to 44 
years of age, and it is 95% curable,” says Gamblin. “This challenge 
gives me the chance to share that I understand it gets dark, and when 

it feels like it’s never going to be ok again, I want to tell people it’s going 
to be.”

Gamblin’s goal is to raise $250,000, and he’s been working to enlist local organizations such as the Milwaukee Brewers, 
Froedtert and the Medical College of Wisconsin, and Stein Garden Centers to cover his costs so all the money he raises can go 
toward the cause. And while he’s never taken on a physical challenge like this, he is confident he’ll succeed.

“I’m certainly not an elite athlete, I’m a full-time cancer surgeon,” says Gamblin. “I wanted to show other cancer survivors that 
you don’t have to be a pro athlete to take on new challenges that push you physically and mentally. The body will do what the 
mind tells it to do.”

To follow Gamblin’s journey or to donate to his fundraising efforts, visit his Instagram page at @tclarkgamblin.  n

On Jan. 31, Dr. Clark Gamblin will begin his quest to finish 
seven marathons in seven days on seven continents.
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BID FEATURE

In the Business of Giving Back
BY JENNIFER ANDERSON   |   PHOTO BY PATRICK MANNING

Shorewood has always been home to businesses 
that value doing what they can to support their 
neighbors, whether it’s through sponsorships of 
local events, fundraisers for community causes 
or volunteering their energy for a neighborhood 

effort. Here’s a closer look at some of the creative giving 
going on around town.

SHOP: Located at 4524 N. Oakland, this chic women’s 
boutique, which recently celebrated its 17th anniversary,  
organizes the annual “Boutique Blowout” the first Saturday in 
February. It draws shoppers from all over to check out deeply 
discounted wares on display from participating Milwau-
kee-area shops. The $5 entrance fee goes to the Shorewood 
Recreation Department’s “Donation for Recreation” fund, 
which helps cover programming costs for those in need.

“Over the many years we’ve held this event, we’ve raised 
over $16,000 for the program,” says Liz Sumner, owner of 
SHOP. “The Rec Department is an important part of our com-
munity and it never turns anyone away for cost. We are proud 
to be a part of helping to make its diverse programming 
available to anyone who wants to partake.”

The Establishment: As Bridget Bartleson, salon coordinator 
at The Establishment at 4503 N. Oakland Ave. says, “We're 
not just a place to get your hair done, we’re a hub for connec-
tion and support.” It is for this reason that the salon created 
“Giving Tuesdays,” a monthly initiative where the salon 
donates five percent of its service revenue to local charities 
such as the Urban Ecology Center, Independence First and 
the Just One More Ministry foodbank.

“Giving Tuesdays are a tangible way for us to live out our 
values,” says Bartleson. “By supporting these organizations, 
we're not only giving back financially, but we’re also raising 
awareness and fostering a sense of collective responsibility.”

Shorewest Realtors: This real estate business, which covers 
Milwaukee’s North Shore communities from its offices at 
4559 N. Oakland Ave., has long supported local events 
through dedicated financial sponsorship. “We believe in 
strengthening the communities we serve, knowing that vi-
brant, thriving neighborhoods benefit everyone,” says DeAn-
na Heidmann, Shorewest Northshore Culture Coordinator.

The agency has sponsored beloved local events such as the 
Tour of America's Dairyland Bike Races and the Shorewood 
Feast, and associates regularly volunteer at initiatives such as 
Habitat for Humanity and the Milwaukee Riverkeeper Cleanup. 

Olson House: Owner Teresa Olson founded this Scandi-
navian design store at 4326 N. Oakland Ave. with a goal to 
be “environmentally and socially conscious and support the 
local community and the planet however possible.” To that 
end, Olson has donated a percentage of sales to the Kinship 
Community Food Center each fall, and held events for local 
charities like the Urban Cat Coalition, where adoptable 
kittens frolicked among the Merrimekko pillows and Finarte 
rugs while the store raised money for the organization’s trap, 
neuter and release program. 

Olson House owner Theresa Olson donates a percentage of sales 
proceeds to METAvivor to raise funds for metastatic breast 
cancer research.
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This year, funds raised on the “Good Karma Friday” after 
Thanksgiving will go to METAvivor, which is dedicated to 
metastatic breast cancer research. Olson, who was diagnosed 
two years ago with the disease, believes in the non-profit’s 
mission to support those with Stage IV breast cancer. “I wanted 
to put money someplace that concentrates on research,” 
says Olson. “And 100% of all donations go into MBC-specific 
research grants.”

Sage Legal: The staff at Sage Legal, located in the Shorewood 
HUB at 3970 N. Oakland Ave., sees their altruism as an intrin-
sic part of their chosen profession. 

"As lawyers, it is our civic duty to uplift our community,” 
says founder Megann Hendrix. “By giving back, we not only 
serve others but also reinforce the very principles of justice 
and equity that define our profession.”

The staff has fundraised and walked as a team for the Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s, and last Earth Day they held an electronics 
recycling drive. This winter, the firm plans to hold a donation 
drive for clothing and other items for Nia Imani Family, an 
organization that houses and supports young homeless 
women who are pregnant or with children.

Northwoods: This digital marketing firm at 1572 E. Capitol 
Dr. has been active in getting its staff out into the community 
to lend a hand. Its employees have done everything from 
weeding cabbage fields for the Hunger Task Force Farm to 
removing invasive plant species and maintaining trails for the 
River Revitalization Foundation.

“When our team comes together to support local non-
profits, we’re not only making a meaningful impact but also 
strengthening our own sense of teamwork and purpose.” 
says Jaimie Somlai, Northwoods marketing director. “It’s an 
investment in both the community’s success and our compa-
ny’s values." 

Shorewood Family Chiropractic: Every November, Shore-
wood Family Chiropractic, located at 4433 N. Oakland Ave., 
invites new patients to join the practice at a discounted fee 
and donates the proceeds to the Hunger Task Force. 

“We started this annual tradition over 15 years ago,” says 
co-owner Monica Maroney. “We love doing it because it al-
lows people to try the health benefits of chiropractic care at a 
reduced cost while supporting the mission of the HTF that all 
people have a right to healthy food obtained with dignity.”  n
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Good food 
brings us 
together

O
U

T P O S T  C O - O P

outpost.coop

Milwaukee 
100 E. Capitol Dr.

414-961-2597

Wauwatosa
7000 W. State St.

414-778-2012

Bay View
2826 S. Kinnickinnic 

414-755-3202

Mequon
7590 W. Mequon Rd.

262-242-0426

Good groceries  
right down the street!
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In preparing for seasonal weather, please 
keep the following rules in mind. Your 
cooperation helps Village operations 
run smoothly!

Leaf raking: Homeowners should rake their 
leaves onto the parkway in front of their 
home and not into the street. Leaf piles on 
the roadways impede traffic on many 
narrow Shorewood streets and the leaves 
clog storm drains, causing flooding. 
Phosphorus in the leaves can promote 
algae blooms and poison the fish in the 
area’s waterways. Do not put other items 
into leaf piles for collection, and keep in 
mind that DPW can’t collect leaves that are 
frozen to the ground. In freezing wet 
weather, leaves should be bagged in yard 
waste bags.

Garbage and recycling collection: Please 
ensure that refuse collection staff can easily 
access the carts by clearing snow from 
around the cart space. For the safety of the 
collection crew, do not place carts on top of 
snow banks. Throughout the year, carts 
must be placed at the curb or in the alley 
with the lid opening facing the street by 7 
a.m. on the morning of collection. For alley 
collection, carts should be placed at the 
edge of the property adjacent to the alley 
on collection day. Please keep carts away 
from telephone poles, vehicles and other 
structures such as garages and fences.

The Village will collect Christmas trees 
from the curbside for composting.

Snow removal: Within 12 hours of a snowfall, homeowners are required to clear the full width of the sidewalk to bare 
pavement per Village ordinance. For corner lots, this includes removing snow on pedestrian ramps leading to the street. 
Homeowners who do not remove snow in a timely fashion may be fined and charged for an outside party to shovel their 
walkway.  Please do not blow or shovel snow from your driveway or sidewalk into the street.  n

RESOURCE FEATURE

Shorewood Citizenship 101
Following Village regulations for homeowners makes for good neighbors

BY JENNIFER ANDERSON

Please ensure that carts are free of snow and easy to access by the DPW 
collection crew.
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In September, Lake Bluff Elementary 
School celebrated its 100th birthday. 
In partnership with the Shorewood 
Historical Society, the Lake Bluff PTO 

sponsored a joyous picnic celebration 
to coincide with the Historical Society’s 
building tours. The event was a success 
with approximately 350 people attend-
ing to mark the centennial milestone. 

Along with offering tours to the 
community, the PTO had face painting, 
bubbles, games and balloo. A racing 
sausage from the Milwaukee Brewers 
even made an appearance. Food trucks 
from Immy’s African Cuisine and Musa 
ice cream were on hand, and coffee was 
provided by Colectivo.

The celebration included a ceremony 
featuring speeches from Lake Bluff 
Interim Principal Johanna French and 
Superintendent Dr. Laurie Burgos. 
Shorewood Village Trustee Jerry Lynn 
read the proclamation, and PTO 
President Tracy Yothsackda led the 

crowd in a group singalong of the 
school song. 

“It was great to see our community 
come together to honor not only the 
beauty of the historical building itself 
but also the progressive traditions that 

continue to be at the heart of the 
school’s education practices,” says Lake 
Bluff parent Kate Flynn Post. 

Beyond the community of educators 
and families, the beauty of Lake Bluff 
Elementary School is what makes the 
building unique. In March 1924, the 
Village population was booming and 
there was a need for a second elemen-
tary school. Village residents voted to 
authorize a $75,000 bond issue for a 
new school to be built at Lake Bluff 
Blvd. and Bartlett Ave. Construction 
began immediately and at a rapid pace 
in order to be completed in time for the 
new school year to begin in Sept. 1924. 

The building was designed with an 
eye toward future expansion by archi-
tects Eschweiler & Eschweiler in a 
domestic Elizabethan style and was 
intended to be more informal than 
Atwater Elementary with a homelike 
feel. Large leaded glass windows were 
installed above each classroom door 
and oversized electric lamps, four 

SCHOOL DISTRICT FEATURE

Lake Bluff Elementary was designed by Eschweiler architects in the Elizabethan style and 
was built in just five months.

Celebrating a Century of Learning 
A Legacy of growth at Lake Bluff Elementary School

BY MARIA CAMPBELL   |   PHOTOS BY PATRICK MANNING

Artistic tiles mosaics can be found throughout the school and represent a long 
collaboration between artists and students over the years.



SHOREWOOD TODAY   21

fireplaces and acoustically 
treated ceilings were 
installed. Carvings of 
animals tucked into the 
hallway arches add a 
unique flair to the building. 

The original floor plan 
laid out six classrooms, 
each dedicated to a famous 
historical figure. Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow and 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
were chosen from litera-
ture, John J. Audubon from 
science, and George 
Washington, Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt 
from government. The figures were showcased in a mosaic 
mural inside each classroom, and they remain in 
place to this day. 

Art has always been at the heart of the Lake Bluff 
school community. In 1994, students created a large 
ceramic mural on the wall near the gymnasium with 
artists-in-residence David and Jeanne Aurelius, 
potters from Ellison Bay, Wis. Throughout the years, 
the artist-in-residence program brought photogra-
phers, writers, musicians and storytellers into the 
school. To celebrate the school’s 75th anniversary, 
art teacher Kevin Karman created three stained glass 
windows fashioned from self-portraits drawn by Lake 
Bluff students. 

“Lake Bluff is a truly special community, defined by 
the people within it,” says French. “Students, families, 
and staff care deeply for the school and each other 
and work together to cultivate a student-centered 
environment grounded in collaboration, support  
and belonging.”  n

Lake Bluff is full of art that celebrates a strong sense of community.

This adorable frog corbel is 
one of many surprising and 
whimsical touches throughout 
the building.

A mosaic of Abraham Lincoln reading a book as a young man is one of six profiles of famous Americans found in the original classrooms.

The tile-lined hallways and ongoing projects showcase color and art.
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VILLAGE FEATURE

Shorewood in Pictures, Then & Now
BY JENNIFER ANDERSON

This snowy streetscape features one of 
the main forms of transportation from 
the Village’s early days, a streetcar. 
Today, Shorewood’s northernmost 
edge of Oakland is a vibrant 
neighborhood of restaurants, shops 
and apartment buildings.

This early shot looking north on 
Oakland Ave. from Menlo Blvd. shows 
Pete Mead’s Tavern on the right in 
the distance. A community meeting 
to petition for the incorporation of 
the Village was held at the tavern in 
early 1900. The dirt road and lack of 
buildings are a real contrast to today’s 
more developed intersection.
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Some things have remained blissfully 
the same over the years, like the charm 
of quiet, tree-lined neighborhood 
streets. 

This shot of the DPW shows the 
old-fashioned garbage collection 
trucks in front and the high school in 
the distance behind. While little has 
changed about the main DPW 
buildings, the Village has grown up 
around them.
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804 E CENTER ST | 414 455 3751 
CENTROCAFERIVERWEST.COM
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Practical, effective, values-based 
counseling for resolving life-issues, 
relationship concerns, unhealthy 
behavioral patterns and mental/
emotional challenges. 

Offering individual, couples, and 
family therapy.

S OU RC E P O I N T  
C OU NSE L I NG

4447 N Oakland Avenue, Shorewood, WI 53211 
sourcepointcounseling.com 

cdavis@sourcepointcounseling.com
Call/Text: (414) 902-0290 

SELF-AWARENESS. HEALING. GROWTH.

Carolyn Davis, EdD - Psychotherapist
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VILLAGE FEATURE

Ask an Expert About Snow Removal
We spoke with the DPW pro charged with keeping the Village’s streets clear during the winter

BY JENNIFER ANDERSON   |   PHOTO BY PATRICK MANNING

Living in Wisconsin, we all know that winter is 
coming, and with it, usually lots of snow. Luckily, the 
Village has a  team of snow removal experts at the 
Department of Public Works that stands prepared 
to tackle all snow emergencies. This year’s Farmers’ 

Almanac predicts “a season of rapid-fire storms that will 
bring both rain and snow, with little downtime in between.”

We asked Dan Heyen, superintendent of Public Works, to 
share his strategy for clearing out the fluffy stuff.

How do you prepare for a winter storm?
Heyen: Our top priority is keeping the main roads clear so 
fire and police vehicles can get to where they need to go in 
emergencies. After that, we plow the streets closest to the 
schools, then the other Village streets, the public parking 
lots, and the sidewalks by Village Hall and the 
Police Department. 

Individual businesses and homeowners are responsible for 

clearing the snow from their walkways to allow the public to 
safely get where they need to go, ideally within a few hours 
of a snow storm. Residents have up to 12 hours following a 
snowstorm to clear the full width of their sidewalk down to 
the pavement. 

What are the challenges you face during 
winter weather?
Heyen: Our crew members can legally only work 16 hours 
without a break, so for longer snowfalls or back-to-back 

storms, scheduling staff is a 
challenge and we may have 
to decrease other services. It 
can be a real balancing act, 
but we want to err on the side 
of caution. We don’t want 
tired staff out driving snow 
plows in a storm.

Also, our garage is small 
and we don’t have room 
inside to pre-emptively hook 
up the plows. We’re doing 
it outside in the elements, 
trying to deal with frozen 
hydraulic lines in a snow-
filled yard.”

What else do you 
want people to know 
about snow removal 
in Shorewood?
Heyen: We would ask people 
to please not shovel their 
snow into the streets. The 

roads in Shorewood are narrow to begin with, and they get 
very crowded if people start piling snow up in the street and 
then it becomes a safety issue.

Also, we really aren’t trying to make your life miserable 
by plowing snow in front of your driveway. I get it, you’ve 
just cleared it and we come along and plow you in, but we 
really have nowhere else to put the snow. We’re sorry, and I 
promise you we are not doing it on purpose!  n

DPW Superintendent Dan Heyen has a plan for how to tackle winter storms.
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Celebrating its 60th anniversa-
ry this year, the Shorewood 
Foundation has long been 
known for its support of some 

of the Village’s signature events, such as 
the 4th of July parade and fireworks 
display. But the organization has also 
been stealthily giving in ways that might 
go unnoticed to most of the communi-
ty, but which have been deeply appreci-
ated by recipients. 

“Not all of our grants are well-known 
to folks, but they all make a difference,” 
says Jamie Reeve, president of the 
Foundation’s all-volunteer board of 
directors. “They might fly below the 
radar, but to the institutions and 
individuals who receive them, they’ve 
been an invaluable source of support.”

A prime example of this giving came 
during the global pandemic, when the 
Foundation board sprang into action to 
create an emergency Small Business 
Relief Fund to support local establish-
ments that were suffering during the 
shutdown. In all, local small businesses 
received over $25,000 in pandemic 
relief money, a lifeline that helped cover 
their rent, pay employees  and keep the 
lights on. 

For Feerick Funeral Home, the grant 
helped cover the overhead during a 

time when public funerals and visita-
tions were shut down completely and 
business was limited to small burials 
and cremations.

“When the pandemic first hit, 
I thought ‘Oh, no, how are we going to 
continue to serve families,’” says owner, 
Kyle Feerick. “The grant was able to 
help us through a difficult time.”

Since the mid-1990s, the Foundation 
has also given over $60,000 in scholar-

ship funds to deserving Shorewood High 
School seniors, honoring their hard work 
with money to cover the increasingly 
expensive cost of higher education. 
Additionally, the Foundation provided 
an annual grant to support post-prom 
activities, giving students a fun, safe space 
to hang out after the dance. The group 
also funded Promethean boards for 
classrooms, donated nearly $18,000 to 
the District’s orchestra program, and 

The landscaping around and lighting of the Spillover II sculpture by artist Jaume Plensa 
at Atwater Park was provided by the Shorewood Foundation, one of many meaningful 
contributions the organization has made to the Village over its 60 years.

FOUNDATION FEATURE

Sixty Years of Giving
The Shorewood Foundation has had impacts both large and small on the community

BY JENNIFER ANDERSON   |   PHOTOS BY PATRICK MANNING
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supplied bike racks and books to 
the schools.

The community has benefitted from 
the Foundation through initiatives that 
support healthy, vibrant living in the 
Village. In 2012, the Foundation helped 
the Shorewood Police Department 
purchase four LED crosswalk warning 
systems to help keep pedestrians safe. 
It sponsored the “Welcome Neighbors” 
initiative that introduced newcomers to 
the friendly face of the Village, as well as 
a lecture series on how to raise resilient, 
mentally healthy children.

Around the community, the Founda-

tion has quietly paid for hats for the 
Shorewood Connects volunteers, 
covered the cost of landscaping and 
lighting around the Plensa sculpture at 
Atwater Park, paid for the soccer fields 
at Spector Field, partnered with the 
Friends of Atwater Beach to restore the 
beach, contributed $50,000 for the 
library renovation, and sponsored the 
Shorewood Gardens Tour, along with 
dozens of other local projects.

“The ways in which we support the 
Foundation’s three areas of focus — cel-
ebrating Shorewood’s unique culture 
and values, connecting community 
members, and sustaining our history, 
civic pride and green spaces – aren’t 
always apparent to everyone, but they 
add up to a lot over the years,” says 
Reeve. “Whether it’s out front or 
behind-the-scenes, the Foundation’s 
support has added to quality of life in 
the Village. For six decades, that’s been 
the most important thing.”  n

Several years ago, the Foundation started its annual Shark Tank event, where residents are 
encouraged to pitch ideas for community projects they’d like to see funded, such as the 
upcoming Polar Bear Plunge on New Year’s Day.

The Foundation celebrated its 60th anniversary with a community party in Hubbard Park that 
featured brats, beer, live music and loads of Gemütlichkeit, or good cheer.



Jon Reddin graduated from 
Shorewood High School in 
1963. He was the manager 
of the cross-country running 
team all four years and active 

in the camera club. While his path 
frequently crossed with fellow class-
mate Michael O’Donnell’s, the impact of 
that connection would not be felt until 
years later, when members of the class 
of 1963 started a scholarship fund in 
O’Donnell’s name. 

After graduation, Reddin attended 
UW-Madison with a 2-S student draft 
deferment, a classification within the Se-
lective Service 
System where 
a registrant is 
deferred from 
military service 
due to their 
active participa-
tion in studies. Upon graduating from 
college, he was ordered to report for 
induction and trained as an infantryman 
at Fort Dix, NJ. Following his Army ser-
vice, Reddin enrolled in UW-Madison 
Law School and graduated in 1973. 

O’Donnell, a U.S. Army helicopter 
pilot in Vietnam, was killed on March 
24, 1970, while flying a rescue mission 
in Cambodia. He is buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery. During his time in 
the military, O’Donnell used poetry as a 
creative outlet to process the events of 
the war. In one of his poems, he writes 
about the men he saw die on a daily 
basis, “If you are able, save for them 

a place inside of you, and save one 
backward glance when you are leaving 
for the places they can no longer go.” 

“Mike’s message is as relevant and 
important today as it was in 1970 when 
he wrote it,” says Reddin, who decid-
ed to honor O’Donnell’s legacy by 
raising funds for an annual scholarship 
to be awarded to a Shorewood High 
School student.

The idea for a scholarship came 
during Reddin’s 60th class reunion 
in 2023. What started out as a one-
man operation has since morphed 
into an effort by the entire SHS class 
of ’63, with members contributing 

generously. 
“We were fortunate to receive a 

donation of the money left over from 
the 60th reunion,” says Reddin. “We 
set a goal of $20,000 and have raised a 
little over two-thirds.” Given O’Donnell’s 
deep interest in writing, Reddin hopes 
to see the scholarship go to a student 
who has shown a particular interest in 
poetry, literature and the arts. 

Years after graduating and parting 
ways, O’Donnell left quite an impact on 
Reddin’s life. “We both went to college, 
and both lost our student deferments 
thereafter,” says Reddin. “I was extreme-
ly fortunate to have remained in the 
states for my entire two years. Mike was 
not as fortunate.” 

Visit gofund.me/967b4330 to learn 
more about the Michael O’Donnell 
Memorial Scholarship Fund or to make 
a donation.  n

ALUMNI FEATURE

Remembering the Fallen
Shorewood alum raises money to honor 

a classmate who was killed in Vietnam War

BY MARIA CAMPBELL   |   PHOTO BY PATRICK MANNING

ALUMNI
PROFILE
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Jon Reddin, SHS Class of ’73, is spearheading 
a campaign to start a scholarship in honor of 
his former classmate, Michael O’Donnell, who 
was killed during the Vietnam War when the 
helicopter he was piloting was shot down.

Michael O’Donnell
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Activities, 
speakers, 
projects – 

join us 
today! 

email: shorewoodwc@gmail.com            Website: shorewoodwc.org 
Find us on Facebook

The General Federation of Woman’s Clubs is an international woman’s organization dedicated to community improvement 
by enhancing the lives of others through volunteer service. 

Please join us for one of our monthly events on the third 
Thursday of each month at Kingo Church in Shorewood!  
Find us on Facebook and see our page for news and a list of our events.

Join us ! 

Come & see what we are all about

Winter 2024-25 SWC ST.qxp_Layout 1  10/24/24  1:06 PM  Page 1

Acacia Dental Care strives to build life-long 
patient relationships by providing 

superior care to all generations.

Dr. Brookes brings over a decade of experience to his new practice.  
He and his family recently relocated to Shorewood to be closer to 
family.  They are excited to be part of the local community and look 
forward to getting to know you.

Please call to schedule  
an appointment!

414-212-8291
3970 N. Oakland Avenue #602  

Shorewood, WI 53211
www.AcaciaDental.com

Personalized Family Dentistry in a Comfortable Atmosphere

While we have chosen to close for regular 
restaurant operations, Buttermint is available 
for Private Events until December 31st, 2024. 

Buttermint is available for:
• breakfast gatherings
•  business meetings
• luncheons

Starting first thing in the morning and going well 
into the evening, we have menus and room sets 
to accommodate all sizes of groups and provide 
exceptional service at every level of budget. 

Plan your event  today, call 414-336-1005 or 
email catering@blackshoehospitality.com

• happy hours
• cocktail parties
• dinner events

BUTTERMINT IS AVAILABLE FOR
PRIVATE EVENTS!



SHOREWOOD TODAY   31

Hi, Neighbor

Art with a Mission
Local artist Niki Johnson imbues 

her work with whimsy and meaning

BY JENNIFER ANDERSON   |   PHOTO BY PATRICK MANNING

Shorewood resident, artist and activist Niki 
Johnson is known for her epic works that 
combine unabashed political messages with 
unique, unorthodox materials. For example, 
Eggs Benedict is a seven-foot-high portrait of 

Pope Benedict she created by weaving 17,000 colored 
condoms through garden mesh.

This visual commentary on the former pope’s 2009 
statement that condoms helped to spread AIDS led 
to an international news storm. The piece is now part 
of the Milwaukee Art Museum’s permanent collection 
after it was purchased and donated by local LGBTQ 
activist Joseph Pabst.

“My art often engages complex conversations about 
the power structures that shape our lives,” says 
Johnson. “I am invested in fostering social change 
through my work.”

Johnson’s art often supports her feminist sensibili-
ties and a desire for women’s full physical autonomy. 
Her work Hills & Valleys, made from the signage of 
shuttered Planned Parenthood of Wisconsin (PPWI) 
health centers and a mirror from Hobby Lobby, was 
honored at PPWI’s 80th anniversary. This pointillist 
rendering of a woman’s hips, groin and thighs is 
crafted out of punched aluminum circles made from 
the discarded signage and features a mirrored U.S. 
Capitol building strategically centered, reflecting 
its audience.

“It is important to me that the viewer see themselves 
reflected in the shape of the Capitol,” explains John-
son. “It is a call to understand oneself as an active part 
of this democracy, and if you want to see change, you 
must vote, vote, vote.” 

PPWI has called the artwork, “a strong statement on 
the politicization of women’s bodies” and a “powerful 
symbol.” Johnson’s We Rise poster featuring Hills & 
Valleys has been carried by thousands at protest 
marches across the nation.

This fall, in an artistic get out the vote effort, Johnson has envi-
sioned and directed the creation of four large-scale portraits of 
Liberty, Freedom, Justice and Forward, “as they are the four virtues 
that guide our nation,” says Johnson. Each figure features the face 
of a first-time Wisconsin voter and is made from the discarded 
stencil paper local artist Shepard Fairey used to create the Voting 
Rights Are Human Rights mural downtown. 

Johnson engaged the help of local artists, including figurative oil 
painter Nova Czarnecki and interdisciplinary artist Celeste Contre-
ras, in creating the portraits, as well as an army of volunteers to sort 
and cut the crumbled paper. The goal of the project, says Johnson, 
is to “inspire everyone who can vote to embrace their role as 
stewards of the nation.” 

“Wisconsin was the first state to ratify the 19th Amendment in 
1919,” explains Johnson, referring to the Constitutional amend-
ment that gave women the right to vote. “This project honors the 
foremothers and artists who have dedicated their lives to making 
this nation a more equitable place.”  n

Local resident and artist Niki Johnson beside her latest project, 
a series of portraits featuring first-time voters.

Know an interesting Shorewoodian? Please send your ideas for our “Hi, Neighbor” column to shorewoodtoday@shorewoodwi.gov.
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Fall Yard Clean-up celebrated its 
fifteenth year of helping 
residents in the community by 
removing leaves and other 
debris from their yards. From 

its inception, the event was a collabora-
tive project between Shorewood 
Connects, the Shorewood Senior 
Resource Center (SRC), and the Shore-
wood School District and Recreation 
Department. 

What began as a Shorewood Con-
nects initiative in 2009 has helped 
numerous residents with their fall yard 
clean-up year after year, helping 
support the notion that Shorewood is a 
friendly and livable community for 
residents of all ages.  

Every year, the SRC identifies home-
owners in need of assistance with yard 
clean-up, usually about 40 homes. 
Volunteers sign up for two or three hours 
of light yard work on the first Saturday 
in November to help the homeowner 
prepare their yard for winter. Shore-
wood Connects Facilitator Vashi 
McCollum Lozier explains, “Depending 
on the wishes of the homeowner, 

clean-up may include one or more of 
the following: raking, cutting back 
perennials, planting bulbs, covering 
yard furniture or emptying pots.”  

Each year, the event brings nearly  
150 volunteers to help winterize yards, 
including adults, teens and children 
who sign up individually or as a team. 
Shorewood High School student Anna 
Duensing, who has participated for four 
years, gets the word out to the student 
body and encourages fellow students 
to participate in the event. 

“I decided to get involved because 

I think this is a meaningful opportunity, 
and it is essential to give back and help 
the senior community in Shorewood,” 
says Duensing. “The biggest reward 
I have received from volunteering is 
seeing the joy on everyone’s faces, 
including the volunteers who are 
helping and the seniors whose yards we 
are cleaning.” Students in the National 
Honor Society, on sports teams and in 
Scout troops frequently volunteer. 

Over the years, the Shorewood 
School District and the Recreation 
Department have been instrumental in 
helping publicize the event, recruit 
student volunteers, take photos, assist 
the day of the event and provide donuts 
for volunteers. The SRC donates shirts 
for volunteers and Culver’s donates free 
scoop coupons to everyone who helps. 
It is a community-wide effort that 
builds camaraderie.

“I enjoy hearing the stories of how 
the seniors have connected with the 
volunteers,” says McCollum Lozier. “It’s 
great to see the connections and hear 
about those friendships that continue 
year after year.”  n

RECREATION FEATURE 

Harvesting Kindness
How the community shows up to help seniors winterize their yards 

BY MARIA CAMPBELL   |   PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE SHOREWOOD RECREATION DEPARTMENT
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1	  �Those brave enough tackled a gnarly 
25-foot portable climbing wall during the 
Shorewood Feast in September.

2	 �126 guests enjoyed a six-course meal pre-
pared by some of Milwaukee’s top chefs at 
the Feast.

3	 �The Shorewood Foundation celebrated its 
60th anniversary with a party in Hubbard 
Park that included live music and lots of 
family-friendly activities.

4	 �Village Manger Rebecca Ewald addresses 
the first Budget Town Hall meeting to 
share tax information and gain community 
input and support.

Out &About in Shorewood

1

3

2

4
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Living with dementia as an 
individual or a caregiver 
can be painfully isolating. 
The world can shrink down 

to the safe space inside your 
home, and managing interac-
tions with the world outside 
can feel strained, embarrassing 
or challenging, even though 
studies have shown that social 
interaction can have a positive 
effect on the disease. Helping 
those affected by dementia has 
become an important challenge 
taken up by local pillars of the 
aging community, the Shore-
wood Senior Resource Center 
(SRC) and Shorewood Connects. 

It started in 2014 with the development of the Shorewood 
Dementia Awareness Work Group (DAWG), which aims to in-
crease awareness about dementia while reducing its stigma 
and connecting people with available resources. Made up 
of community volunteers and professionals who work with 
older adults, DAWG has conducted educational sessions 
on everything from resources for caregivers and legal and 
financial planning to the latest research on brain health. It 
also provides training for municipal staff and area business-
es, sharing information on communication and inclusion 
best practices.

In 2015, DAWG began offering the Memory Café, a friend-
ly gathering for people living with memory loss and their 
family and friends. The group meets at the Kingo Lutheran 
Church, 1225 E. Olive St. on the second Friday of every 
month at 10:30 a.m. Anyone can join. 

Memory Cafés started in the Netherlands in 1997 to create 
supportive social outings for those with dementia and their 
loved ones, and now there are thousands around the world. 
Shorewood’s facilitators create an atmosphere of engage-
ment and informal support and are skilled in communication 
with persons with dementia, a nonjudgmental acceptance of 
differences, listening skills and confidentiality.

“It’s not meant to be an educational opportunity; it’s really 
about getting people out of the house and together to have 

fun with each other,” explains 
Sue Kelley, who serves as the 
chairperson of DAWG. “It’s a 
safe space for creating connec-
tions with anyone experiencing 
cognitive changes and their 
loved ones.”

DAWG also started the sup-
port group Coffee & Conver-
sation for Caregivers in 2017, a 
monthly opportunity for people 
to share challenges, tips and 
stories in a facilitated setting. 
The group meets the first Thurs-
day of every month from 10:30 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m., also at Kingo 
Lutheran Church, and anyone 

interested can register at the SRC. 
Dementia Friends is another DAWG initiative that provides 

a one-hour training session to residents and business owners 
on how to support friends, customers and neighbors with de-
mentia. The goal is to raise awareness of proven communica-
tion methods and the latest research, and the program can 
be enlisted by book clubs, church groups, professional orga-
nizations and any group interested in becoming more sup-
portive of those living with memory loss in our community.

In 2020, as part of these efforts to be an age-friendly 
community, Shorewood was accepted into the Dementia 
Friendly America Network of Communities. The organization 
recognized the community’s “longstanding history, partner-
ship and activities” that support and assist those living with 
cognitive decline. Within the Village, DAWG has “increased 
awareness of older adult issues and created opportunities 
for persons with dementia to live and thrive,” says Elizabeth 
Price, coordinator of the SRC. 

“We know that social contact can slow the course of the 
disease,” says McCollum Lozier, coordinator for Shorewood 
Connects. “But there is a tendency to feel confused about 
how to interact with people who have memory loss. Our goal 
is to create welcoming places and share ways in which every-
one feels included as active members of our community.”  n

SENIOR RESOURCE CENTER FEATURE

Aging Gracefully
Shorewood strives to be a dementia-friendly community

BY JENNIFER ANDERSON   |   PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SHOREWOOD SENIOR RESOURCE CENTER

Terry and Jo Bierer enjoy socializing at one of Shorewood's 
Memory Cafés, which provide a social gathering for people 
living with memory loss and their loved ones.
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The SRC offers activities and information to support 
a vibrant and healthy community for residents age 
60 and older. Unless otherwise specified, all pro-
grams are held in the Shorewood Village Center 
(lower level of the library).

For registration or information about our other programs, 
please call 414-847-2727 or email src@shorewoodwi.gov.

IN THE KNOW
n In-Person One-to-One Tech Support by Appointment
Fridays, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Schedule a 50-minute appointment with our tech tutors. 
Bring your portable technology and get help learning how to 
make better use of your cell phone, laptop, iPad, etc. Free! 
Appointments required.

n Tech Connect Series
Wednesdays, Jan. 22, Feb. 26, Mar. 26, Apr. 23 and May 28, 
10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Tech Connect is an ongoing series of foundational lectures 
and workshops provided by professionals from Serving 
Older Adults to help us better understand and utilize technol-
ogy. Free! Pre-registration required.
Jan. 22: Understanding Internet Plans – Covers basic 
terminology, Internet speeds for different kinds of activities 
and tips for saving money.

Feb. 26: How to Choose a New Computer – Learn where 
to start, what brands are most reliable, and about operating 
systems and alternatives to traditional computers.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
n Mindfulness for Greater Wellbeing Series with  
Paul Norton of the Mindfulness Community of Milwaukee
Thursdays, Jan. 9 – 23, 2025, 10 – 11 a.m.
Mindfulness practice seeks to retrain the brain to focus on 
the present moment. Benefits include improving cognitive 
ability, slowing brain aging, reducing stress and increasing a 
sense of well-being. Pre-registration with $5 payment for the 
three-week series is required.
n Brain Health Series
Tuesdays, Jan. 28, Feb. 25, 1 – 2 p.m.
Join us for a monthly 60-minute interactive workshop using 
evidence-based activities to stimulate the mind and body. 
Free! Pre-registration required.
Fall Risk Reduction Series 
Thursdays, Feb. 27 – Mar 20, 10 – 11 a.m.
Trina Worby, P.T. takes an evidence-based approach to 
improve mobility, balance and strength with the goal of 
reducing fall risk and the fear of falling. Pre-registration with 
$20 payment for the four-week series required. 

DEMENTIA FRIENDLY SHOREWOOD
The Shorewood Dementia Friendly Work Group is an 
accomplished team of volunteers providing informational 
programs, a monthly support group and a memory café. 
Contact the SRC to register and learn more.

n Coffee & Conversation Support Group
First Thursday of each month at 10:30 a.m.
Coffee & Conversation is a support group for caregivers of 
people living with dementia. 

n Shorewood Memory Café
Second Friday of each month at 10:30 a.m.
The Memory Café is a relaxed social event for people living 
with mild memory loss and their care partners. 

JUST FOR FUN
Shorewood Blend
Wednesdays, Feb. 5, Mar. 5, Apr. 2, and May 7,  
10:30 – 11:30 a.m
Join us for coffee and a conversation about Shorewood with 
people in the know. Free. Pre-registration encouraged.
Feb. 5	 School Superintendent Dr. Laurie Burgos 
Mar. 5	� Candidate Meet & Greet: Local Village Trustee and 

School Board Candidates 

All programs  held  in the Shorewood Village Center (lower  level of the Shorewood Library) unless otherwise indicated. 

Senior Resource Center (SRC)

n indicates programs open to the general public

Sue Kelley, chairperson of the Shorewood Dementia Awareness 
Work Group, enjoys conversation and camaraderie at a Memory 
Café meeting.
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Shorewood Events

WinterFest
Saturday, December 7 h h 3:30–6:30 p.m. 
The Shorewood Business Improvement District will once 
again host WinterFest, its annual celebration of winter 
and the holiday season, on Saturday, December 7

jj	 �3 p.m., Blackbear Children’s Boutique will have craft 
time along with cookies to welcome Santa when he 
arrives at 3:30 p.m.

jj	� At 4:15 p.m., SCOUT Wine Merchants will provide 
complementary pours of bubbly to anyone who stops 
by while Santa is there and Stone House across the 
way will be serving hot chocolate.

jj	� Draft & Vessel will offer free hot chocolate or mulled 
wine for those waiting for Santa at 5 p.m.

jj	� There will be cookie decorating near the tree spon-
sored by Metro Market Shorewood with help from 
Little Sprouts Play Café and a performance from the 
Milwaukee Irish Dance Studio.

 A vintage sleigh will deliver Santa to meet and greet at 
each of the following stops:

3:30 p.m. – Blackbear Children’s Boutique

4:15 p.m. – �SCOUT Wine Merchants and Stone 
House Collective

5:00 p.m. – Draft & Vessel

5:45 p.m. – �Mod Pizza (Wood Square) –  Tree & Menorah 
Lighting and a performance from the Milwau-
kee Irish Dance Studio

6:15 p.m. – Camp Bar Shorewood

Don’t forget to have the little ones write letters to Santa 
courtesy of the Allstate – Andrew McCabe Agency (mailbox 
located outside the Foxhole Craft Beer Shop & Kitchen)!

Polar Bear Plunge
January 1 h h 11 a.m.–1 p.m. 
Thanks to a starter grant from the Shore-
wood Foundation, the Gentlemen of 
Shorewood will host a Polar Bear Plunge 

at Atwater Beach to kick off 
the new year in frigid fashion. With music and 
hot coffee, intrepid souls can take the plunge at 
noon while onlookers watch from the “observa-
tion deck” above. 
The plunge will be followed by a chili cookoff 

at local participating venues that will vie for the 
coveted “Golden Spoon” of what will hopefully 

become an annual event. For more information, 
visit thegentlemenofshorewood.com.

Boutique Blowout
Saturday, February 1 hh  9 a.m.–2 p.m. 
SHOP women’s clothing store will hold the 16th annual Bou-
tique Blowout on Saturday, Feb. 1 from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. in the 
Atwater Elementary School Cafetorium at 2100 E. Capitol Dr. 
The event hosts over a dozen Milwaukee area boutiques, from 
local favorites like The Workroom, Black Bear Children’s Bou-
tique and Post Collective to well-known area shops like Faye’s 
Boutique, all selling items at clearance sale prices.
The $5 admission fee is donated to the Shorewood Recre-
ation Department’s Donation for Recreation program, which 
provides financial support for anyone unable to afford the 
department’s activity fees. The event has raised over $16,000 
for the program.
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2025 Conservation Committee 
Film Festival
As part of its annual education efforts in the lead-up to Earth 
Day in the spring, the Shorewood Conservation Committee 
will offer free screenings of several documentaries. The 
movies focus on a variety of environmental topics of local 
interest, and each screening will be followed by a guided 
short discussion focused on how Village residents can 
improve their conservation efforts. All screenings will be held 
in the Village Center meeting room below the Shorewood 
Public Library.

Thursday, January 16, 6 p.m. Fox Tales
An account of how wild animals are being crowded out of their 
natural habitats and are adapting to the urban environments. 
Following the screening, Jessica Knackert, Milwaukee wildlife 
conservation educator from the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources, will lead the discussion.

Thursday, January 30, 6 p.m. Single-Use Planet
A sobering look at how single-use plastics pollute the oceans 
and our bodies and contribute to climate change.

Thursday, February 13, 6 p.m.  
Bee Wise: Three Short films on Pollinators
A Ghost in the Making: Searching for the Rusty-Patched 
Bumble Bee:  A filmmaker’s quest to track down this elusive 
honeybee species.
Symbeeosis: An examination of the alliance among bees, 
plants and microbes.
Wild Hope: From Gardener to Guardian: A look at the 
movement to return our green spaces to native plantings 
that sustain both wildlife and us.

We want to be your  
Compounding Pharmacy!

1 4 2 1  E AS T  C A P I TO L  D R I V E 
S H O R E WO O D,  W I  5 3 2 1 1

4 1 4 . 9 6 2 . 9 6 6 5

N O RT H S H O R E P H A R M AC Y. O R G

North Shore 
Pharmacy

Do you or your pets rely on specially compounded medication? 
North Shore Pharmacy is proud to now offer prescription 

compounding services. 

Our compounding lab has over 25 years experience serving patients 
all over Wisconsin with quick turnaround times, competitive pricing, 

and convenient in-store pickup or shipping options.

Some common therapies include:

• Hormone Replacement Therapy for men and women
• Low Dose Naltrexone (LDN)
• Veterinarian dosage forms (creams/ear gels/solutions/

suspensions)
• Thyroid/Adrenal replacement and support 
• Pain management creams/gels/sprays

Call, stop by our pharmacy, or visit us at  
www.northshorepharmacy.org/compounding 

to learn more. Transferring your 
prescriptions is simple and convenient! 

Shorewood Foundation’s Shark Tank
Tuesday, Feb. 25 h h 6:30 p.m.
The annual Shark Tank challenge at Three Lions Pub is open 
to all residents and organizations wanting to pitch ideas for 
projects they think the Foundation should sponsor. For more 
information, visit shorewoodfoundation.org. 
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Photos and information provided by the Shorewood Historical Society. For more information, visit shorewoodhistory.org.  

Shorewood A Look Back

As 1924 came to a close, work continued on a new 
administration building at Shorewood High School.  
The building would have 27 rooms and cost 
about $300,000.

A copper dome was belatedly added to the construction 
plans. A board member suggested that a dome would 
add to the college campus feel of the buildings. The archi-
tect supported this idea and designed a steel and wood 
structure covered with sheets of copper.  Students were 
so pleased with the dome that they named their yearbook 
the Copperdome.

Since the start of school in the fall of 1924, high school 
students had already been making the daily trek from 
Atwater to the new manual arts building (currently the 
Shorewood Fitness Center) for woodworking and art classes. 
They were anxious to leave the very crowded Atwater School. 

Finally, on Feb. 2, 1925, 480 students in grades 7-12 
proudly marched from Atwater to the new high school to 
begin their second semester. Wooden planks kept them out 
of the “sea of mud” that surrounded the school.

The Shorewood campus was thoughtfully designed for 

expansion. The science building and the north gym were 
completed in 1928 and the south gym in 1930. In 1936, the 
performing arts building was constructed with considerable 
help from the Federal Works Progress Administration (WPA) 
program. Later additions were made after mid-century.  n

This picture of the administration building is from a framed photo in the Shorewood Historical Society’s archives. A plate on the frame says the 
picture was taken in 1927 at the grand opening of the building. The school had been in use since 1925, but by 1927 grass replaced the mud that 
originally surrounded the building. 

High school students in the 1920s clad in the popular styles of the 
time. Ties were a necessary part of the boy’s attire. 
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SHOREWOOD
E CAPITOL DRIVE

BAYSHORE
GLENDALE

Visit us in Shorewood  1305 E. Capitol Dr.  Shorewood, WI 53211  •  414-210-2972

* $5 Bonus Card valid 1/1/24 - 1/31/24. Receive 
two Bonus Cards with purchase of a Dozen 
Assorted Baby Bundts. $5 Bonus Card cannot be 
earned with any online Gift Card purchase.

$25 Gift Card 

Large Cinnamon Creme Cake 

Half Dozen Assorted Baby Bundts 

Cookie Bite or Brownie Bite tray

RING IN THE H LIDAYS
& get Rewarded

CINNAMON CREME 
CAKE

RECEIVE A 

 
BONUS CARD* 
with purchase of each

VALID
JANUARY 1-31st, 2024

$5
BONUS
CARD

The perfect gift for the holidays!
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Shorewood Winter Calendar
SIS = Shorewood Intermediate School  |  SHS = Shorewood High School

DECEMBER
SUN. DEC. 1  
Annual Athletics Booster Club Arts & Crafts Fair  
10am-3pm, SHS North Gym 

FRI. DEC. 6 Art History Lecture Series:  
Currier & Ives 2:30pm, Shorewood Village Center

SAT. DEC. 7 Shorewood WinterFest  
3:30-6:30pm. For details, see page 36

THURS. DEC. 12 SRC Lecture: Common Scams 
and Frauds with Ben Merens 1pm, Shorewood 
Village Center

THURS. DEC. 12 Teen + Tween Anime Club  
3:30pm, Shorewood Public Library

TUES. DEC. 17 SRC Lecture: Identity Theft: 
Protect and Prevent with Ben Merens 
1pm, Shorewood Village Center

THUR. DEC 19 Shorewood High School 
Chamber Orchestra performance 
1pm, Kingo Lutheran Church

JANUARY
WED. JAN. 1 Gentlemen of Shorewood Host 
Polar Bear Plunge 11am-1pm  Atwater Beach 
For details, see page 36

THURS. JAN. 9 Music Lecture: The Beatles at 
Shea Stadium 6:30pm, Shorewood Village Center

THUR. JAN. 16 Shorewood Conservation 
Commission Film Festival Presents Fox Tales 
6pm, Village Center For details, see page 37

THUR. JAN 16 Shorewood Woman’s 
Club Lecture: Amoun Vang Sayaovong: 
The Hmong in America and Wisconsin 
6pm, Kingo Lutheran Church

THURS. JAN. 23 Hygge at Home (and 
Beyond!) 6pm, Shorewood Village Center

THUR. JAN. 30 Shorewood Conservation 
Commission Film Festival Presents 
Single-Use Planet 6pm, Village Center 
For details, see page 37

FEBRUARY
SAT. FEB. 1 Boutique Blowout 9am-2pm, 
Atwater Cafetorium For details, see page 36

THUR. FEB. 6 SEED Social 
7pm, Waterford Wine & Spirits

FRI. FEB. 7 Art History Lecture Series: 
Frida Kahlo 2:30pm, Shorewood Village Center

THUR. FEB. 13 Shorewood Conservation 
Commission Film Festival Presents 
Bee Wise: Three Short Films on Pollinators 
6pm, Village Center For details, see page 37

THUR. FEB. 20 Shorewood Woman’s Club 
Lecture: Jane Frederick Speaks on 
Wisconsin Sculptor Helen Mears 
1pm, Kingo Lutheran Church

TUES. FEB 25 Shorewood Foundation: 
Shark Tank 6:30pm, Three Lions Pub, 
See page 37

THUR. FEB 27 SHS Black History Presentation 
7-9pm, Gensler Auditorium

Santa Claus is coming 
to town for WinterFest! 

See page 36 to learn 
where he’ll be.


