SIMPLE SOLUTIONS
ACTIVITIES
The Simple Solutions Guide is a collection of information to provide children and adults with
information on the world’s and our local water resources and dozens of easy steps to protect and
conserve water. Below are a few fun activities.

The Big Blue Planet
Needed: Image of Earth and a US and Wisconsin map.

Earth:
1.
2.
3.
4.

What is this big blue planet? EARTH
What’s all the blue on this planet? WATER
What are all the other green and brown areas? LAND, CONTINENTS, COUNTRIES
Can you show me where North American and United States are? A simple way to
remember: look at the top ½ of the globe with the land mass that has 5 blue blotches
together.

5. What are those blue blotches? THE GREAT LAKES

The Great Lakes:
Needed: US map
1.
2.
3.
4.

Which state do we live in? WISCONSON
Who can find Wisconsin on the map? Hint: it’s by the blue blotches
What’s the name of the largest town in Wisconsin that we live next in? MILWAUKEE
We also live on the shores of one of the Great Lakes. Which one? LAKE MICHIGAN
(hint: by Bradford Beach).
5. Who can find Milwaukee?
6. There are 5 Great Lakes. Who can name the other Great Lakes?
To remember the names of the Great Lakes remember the word HOMES. The name
of each lake starts with each letter in the word HOMES. Huron, Ontario, Michigan,
Erie and Superior.
7. Why is Lake Michigan important? THIS IS WHERE WE GET OUR DRINKING WATER

Questions? Contact Kae DonLevy at 414-588-0617 or swp@villageofswhorewood.org
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Storm Water: Science
To understand the health of our waterways it is important to understand storm water.
What is storm water? When it rains or snow melts this water washes over the land and collects
all the litter, chemicals and animal poo on the land. This dirty mix is storm water.
Storm water flows into the streets, parking lots
and playgrounds and into storm drains.
S.V. Denis Sullivan
Where do the storm drains go? Most often they
flow right into a local river or Lake Michigan! In
some areas in Milwaukee the storm drains
combine with sanitary drains from our homes and
schools and flows to the Milwaukee Metropolitan
Sewerage District where the water is filtered and
treated and then directed back to Lake Michigan.
TAKE THE STUDENTS OUTSIDE AFTER A RAIN TO
Courtesy of Discovery World
SHOW THEM WHERE THE STORM WATER IS
GOING.

Stinky Beach:
Why do Milwaukee’s beaches sometimes stink?
When we put fertilizers, or chemicals, in our
gardens, on our lawns, in Parks and on golf
courses we’re adding NUTRIENTS, or plant food to
the land that runs off when it rains.
Where does this chemical and rain water mix go?
Right into our rivers and Lake Michigan.
These nutrients or food feed the algae in the
water until there’s so much algae that it takes
oxygen out of the water and chokes the fish. Then
mats of algae float in the water near beaches and
washes up on the beach where it dies and then
begins to stink.
What’s the solution: Use less
fertilizers on your grass and
garden.
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